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Roadway Access Issues

As stated, the roadway access impediments adversely affecting port oper-
ations can be grouped into the following categories: capacity inade-
quacies, design inadequacies, and signing and marking inadequacies.

For example, the roadways serving ports or terminals can have capac-
ity inadequacies stemming from the inability to meet traffic demands, or
the inadequacies may be due to traffic impediments as a consequence of
drawbridges. The roadway access to ports may also be impeded by de-
sign deficiencies, a prominent one being roadway intersection design that
is inadequate to accommodate the turning movements of trucks serving
the port or terminal area. A third category of roadway access impedi-
ments concerns signing or marking inadequacies.

The IRPT/PNWA survey among inland terminal operators uncovered
those with roadway access problems in each of the major categories
outlined above. The following summarizes the roadway access problems
experienced by five of the urban inland terminal operators.

Case 1: Little Rock, Arkansas

A terminal operator in Little Rock, Arkansas, reported that the current
highway access available to trucks serving the terminal is very inade-
quate. The operator identified the inability of the radii at street intersec-
tions to accommodate turning movements of trucks as the main source of
the problem.

Case 2: St. Louis, Missouri

An operator in St. Louis, Missouri, complained that trucks traveling to
and from the terminal experience a high level of traffic congestion. The
operator attributes much of the problem to the poor maintenance (and
consequent potholes) on the current highway access roads. This operator
noted that the turning radii on street intersections were inadequate to
handle truck movements serving the port terminal area. This operator
also reported that there were no clearly marked or designated truck
routes in and adjoining the port terminal area.

Case 3: St. Louis, Missouri

A second terminal surveyed in St. Louis noted that it handled liquid
chemicals and oils. Its operator characterized the highway access avail-